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36, 286–33, 295–26, 328–11, 798–3, dated
November 11, 1994.

(b) Special flight permits may be issued in
accordance with sections 21.197 and 21.199
of the Federal Aviation Regulations (14 CFR
21.197 and 21.199) to operate the sailplane
to a location where the requirements of this
AD can be accomplished.

(c) An alternative method of compliance or
adjustment of the compliance time that
provides an equivalent level of safety may be
approved by the Manager, Small Airplane
Directorate, FAA, 1201 Walnut, suite 900,
Kansas City, Missouri 64106. The request
shall be forwarded through an appropriate
FAA Maintenance Inspector, who may add
comments and then send it to the Manager,
Small Airplane Directorate.

Note 3: Information concerning the
existence of approved alternative methods of
compliance with this AD, if any, may be
obtained from the Aircraft Certification
Office.

(d) Questions or technical information
related to the service information referenced
in this document should be directed to
Schempp-Hirth Flugzeugbau GmbH, Postbox
14 43, D–73222 Kirchheim unter Teck,
Federal Republic of Germany. This service
information may be examined at the FAA,
Central Region, Office of the Regional
Counsel, Room 1558, 601 E. 12th Street,
Kansas City, Missouri 64106.

Note 4: The subject of this AD is addressed
in German AD 95–015, dated December 15,
1994.

Issued in Kansas City, Missouri, on
October 30, 1998.
Michael Gallagher,
Manager, Small Airplane Directorate, Aircraft
Certification Service.
[FR Doc. 98–29865 Filed 11–6–98; 8:45 am]
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SUMMARY: The Coast Guard proposes to
amend the regulations governing the
operation of the CSX Railroad
drawbridge (formerly owned by the
Seaboard System Railroad) across the
Suwannee River, mile 35.0, at Old
Town, Dixie/Levy Counties, Florida, to
allow the bridge to remain permanently
closed. The railroad Right of Way was
sold to the State of Florida in 1997 for
development of the Nature Coast Trail,
a public facility for non-motorized

recreational activities. The bridge has
not received an opening request since
1981. This action should accommodate
the needs of recreational land traffic and
still provide for the reasonable needs of
navigation.
DATES: Comments must be received on
or before January 8, 1999.
ADDRESSES: Comments may be mailed to
Commander (oan) Seventh Coast Guard
District, 909 SE 1st Avenue, Miami,
Florida 33131–3050, or may be
delivered to room 406 at the above
address between 7:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday, except federal
holidays. The telephone number is (305)
536–4103.

The District Commander maintains
the public docket for this rulemaking.
Comments will become part of this
docket and will be available for
inspection or copying at the above
address.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Mr. Walt Paskowsky, Project Manager,
Bridge Section, (305) 536–4103.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Request for Comments

The Coast Guard encourages
interested persons to participate in this
rulemaking by submitting written data,
views or arguments. Persons submitting
comments should include their names
and addresses, identify the rulemaking
[CGD7 98–054] and the specific section
of this proposal to which each comment
applies, and give the reason for each
comment. Persons wanting
acknowledgement of receipt of
comments should enclose stamped, self-
addressed postcards or envelopes.

The Coast Guard will consider all
comments received during the comment
period. It may change this proposal in
view of the comments received. The
Coast Guard plans no public hearing.
Persons may request a public hearing by
writing to the address listed in
ADDRESSES. The request should include
the reasons why a hearing would be
beneficial. If it determines that the
opportunity for oral presentations will
aid this rulemaking, the Coast Guard
will hold a public hearing at a time and
place announced by a later notice in the
Federal Register.

Background and Purpose

The CSX Railroad bridge is currently
governed by 33 CFR 117.333 approved
July 20, 1948, which provides for an
opening if 5 days advance notice is
given. The State of Florida purchased
the rail corridor from CSX
Transportation, Inc. in December 1997.
The bridge was included in this
purchase. CSX maintained written

records for five years prior to the sale.
There is no written evidence of the
bridge being opened during this period.
Conversations with CSX staff by the
State of Florida indicate the bridge has
not opened for more than 12 years.
Conversations with nearby residents
indicate it was last opened in 1981. The
State of Florida has requested
permission to permanently close the
swing bridge due to a continued lack of
navigation requiring an opening.
Therefore, the Coast Guard has agreed to
propose amending the regulations to
allow the bridge to remain closed.

Regulatory Evaluation
This rule is not a significant

regulatory action under section 3(f) of
executive order 12866 and does not
require an assessment of potential costs
and benefits under section 6(a)(3) of that
order. It has not been reviewed by the
Office of Management and Budget under
that order. It is not significant under the
regulatory policies and procedures of
the Department of Transportation.
(DOT) (44 FR 11040; February 26, 1979).
The Coast Guard expects the economic
impact of this proposal to be so minimal
that a full Regulatory Evaluation under
paragraph 10e of the regulatory policies
and procedures of DOT is unnecessary
as there has not been a demand for an
opening in the last 17 years.

Small Entities
Under the Regulatory Flexibility Act

(5 U.S.C. 601 et seq.), the Coast Guard
must consider whether this proposal, if
adopted, will have a significant
economic impact on a substantial
number of small entities. ‘‘Small
entities’’ may include, small businesses
and not-for-profit organizations that are
independently owned and operated and
are not dominant in their fields, and
governmental jurisdictions with
populations of less than 50,000.

Because it expects the impact of the
proposal to be minimal, the Coast Guard
certifies under 5 U.S.C. 605(b) that this
proposed rule, if adopted, will not have
a significant economic impact on a
substantial number of small entities
because the absence of any vessel traffic
in the area of the bridge will not require
the bridge to be opened in the future.

Collection of Information
This rule contains no collection-of-

information requirements under the
Paperwork Reduction Act. (44 U.S.C.
3501 et seq.).

Federalism
The Coast Guard has analyzed the

rule under the principles and criteria
contained in Executive Order 12612,
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and has determined that this rule does
not have sufficient federalism
implications to warrant the preparation
of a Federalism Assessment.

Environmental Assessment
The Coast Guard considered the

environmental impact of this proposal
and has concluded under Figure 2–1,
paragraph (32)(e) of Commandant
Instruction M16475.1C, that the
promulgation of operating requirements
or procedures for drawbridges is
categorically excluded from further
environmental documentation. A
‘‘Categorical Exclusion Determination’’
is available in the docket for inspection
and copying.

List of Subjects in 33 CFR Part 117
Bridges.
In consideration of the foregoing, the

Coast Guard proposes to amend Part 117
of Title 33, Code of Federal Regulations,
as follows:

PART 117—[AMENDED]

1. The authority citation for Part 117
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 33 U.S.C. 499; 49 CFR 1.46; 33
CFR 1.05–1(g).

2. Section 117.333 is revised to read
as follows:

§ 117.333 Suwannee River.
The draw of the Suwannee River

bridge, mile 35, at Old Town, need not
be opened for the passage of vessels.

Dated: October 22, 1998.
Norman T. Saunders,
Rear Admiral, U.S. Coast Guard, Commander,
Seventh Coast Guard District.
[FR Doc. 98–29949 Filed 11–6–98; 8:45 am]
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SUMMARY: This document proposes to
revise regulations setting forth a
mechanism for paying per diem to State
homes providing nursing home care to
eligible veterans. The intended effect of
the proposed regulations is to ensure
that veterans receive high quality care in
State homes.
DATES: Comments must be received by
VA on or before January 8, 1999.

ADDRESSES: Mail or hand-deliver
written comments to: Director, Office of
Regulations Management (02D),
Department of Veterans Affairs, 810
Vermont Avenue, NW, Room 1154,
Washington, DC 20420. Comments
should indicate that they are submitted
in response to ‘‘RIN 2900–AE87.’’ All
written comments will be available for
public inspection in the Office of
Regulations Management, Room 1158,
between the hours of 8 a.m. and 4:30
p.m., Monday through Friday (except
holidays).
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: L.
Nan Stout, Chief, State Home Per Diem
Program (114), Veterans Health
Administration, 202–273–8538.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
document proposes to establish a new
part 51 setting forth a mechanism for
paying per diem to State homes
providing nursing home care to eligible
veterans. Under the proposal, VA would
pay per diem to a State for providing
nursing home care to eligible veterans in
a facility if the Under Secretary for
Health recognizes the facility as a State
home based on a current VA
certification that the facility meets the
standards set forth in proposed subpart
D.

This new part would cover material
currently in manuals. Also, it would
supersede the regulations currently
contained in 38 CFR 17.190 through
17.199 that pertain to payment of per
diem for nursing home care in State
homes.

The standards in proposed subpart D
are patterned after the standards of the
Department of Health and Human
Services that nursing homes must meet
to participate in the Medicare and
Medicaid programs (see 42 CFR part
483). The standards are intended to set
forth minimum requirements necessary
to ensure that VA pays per diem for
eligible veterans only if the State homes
provide high quality care.

The proposed regulations include
application and inspection provisions
that are designed to ensure that per
diem is paid only to facilities that have
been inspected and found to meet the
proposed standards. Also, in order to
ensure continued compliance with the
standards, the proposed regulations
include an ongoing review and
certification program. Further, the
proposed regulations contain provisions
for withdrawing recognition and
stopping payment of per diem if a
facility fails to meet the proposed
standards.

The proposed rule sets forth the
statutory list of veterans for whom per
diem may be paid. The proposed rule

also contains provisions for determining
payment amounts.

The proposed rule would incorporate
by reference the 1997 edition of the
National Fire Protection Association
Life Safety Code entitled ‘‘NFPA 101,
Life Safety Code’’ and the 1996 edition
of ‘‘NFPA 99, Standards for Health Care
Facilities.’’ The regulations are designed
to ensure that State homes meet the fire
and safety provisions of the Life Safety
Code.

Regulatory Flexibility Act
The Secretary hereby certifies that the

adoption of this proposed rule would
not have a significant economic impact
on a substantial number of small entities
as they are defined in the Regulatory
Flexibility Act, 5 U.S.C. 601–612. All of
the entities that would be subject to this
proposed rule are State government
entities under the control of State
governments. Of the 93 State homes, all
are operated by State governments
except for 16 that are operated by
entities under contract with State
governments. These contractors are not
small entities. Therefore, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 605(b), this proposed rule is
exempt from the initial and final
regulatory flexibility analysis
requirement of §§ 603 and 604.

Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act

of 1995 (44 U.S.C. 3501–3520),
proposed collections of information are
set forth in the provisions of §§ 51.20,
51.30, 51.40, 51.70, 51.80, 51.90, 51.100,
51.110, 51.120, 51.150, 51.160, 51.180,
51.190 and 51.210 of this proposed rule.

The information collections in this
document concern various activities
related to the operation of a State home
providing nursing home care to eligible
veterans. As required under section
3507(d) of the Act, VA has submitted a
copy of this proposed rulemaking action
to the Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) for its review of the collections
of information.

OMB assigns control numbers to
collections of information it approves.
VA may not conduct or sponsor, and a
person is not required to respond to, a
collection of information unless it
displays a currently valid OMB control
number.

Comments on the collection of
information should be submitted to the
Office of Management and Budget,
Attention: Desk Officer for the
Department of Veterans Affairs, Office
of Information and Regulatory Affairs,
Washington, DC 20503, with copies to
the Director, Office of Regulations
Management (02D), Department of
Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue,


